
Benefi ts of a Driver Finishing Program and 
Certifi cation

• Industry leading standards developed by the 
trucking industry expressly for the trucking 
industry

• Defi ned skills with details that illustrate mas-
tery are provided in the PTDI standards

• Risk mitigation for the company

• Improve company operations and the bottom 
line

• Develop training effi ciencies

• Fulfi ll insurance obligations and reduce insur-
ance costs

• Overcome entry level driver training short-
comings

• Hiring advantages – demonstrate your com-
pany is a great place to work because you 
support your driver with quality training and 
career development

• Exclusivity. Certifi cation recognizes you as a 
top company for driver training

• A blueprint for success

Highlights of the Driver Finishing Standards
• Professional training operations

• Instruction is guided by clearly stated objec-
tives

• Qualifi ed administrative leadership

• Written policies in key areas, especially safety

• Clear and defi ned program guidelines

• Required minimum experience for instruction-
al personnel

• Instructors complete an approved Train-the-
Trainer program of 24 hours (minimum)

• At least 16 hours of the Train-the-Trainer pro-
gram are teaching and presentation skills

• Ongoing training and performance evaluation 
for instructors

• Curriculum and lesson plans that incorporate 
PTDI Driver Finishing skills

• Quality classroom and range conditions 

• Drivers receive a minimum 200 hours for 
Behind-the-Wheel instruction

• Assessments that determine mastery of skills 
for the solo, fi rst seat driver

• Ongoing evaluation of the DF Program

• Program performance Follow-up

Standards, resources and 
certifi cation at www.PTDI.org

PTDI’s Driver Finishing standards and certifi cation 
provide trucking companies that offer internal driver 
training a “blueprint for excellence.”  Companies 
large and small can use the industry vetted standards 
and certifi cation process to customize a Driver Finish-
ing Program that meets their specifi c training needs.

The Driver Finishing standards and certifi cation 
boast potential for quality improvements, cost effi -
ciencies and another key benefi t: mitigating risk.  

PTDI encourages companies to customize content and 
training methods.  Integrate your corporate policies 
and procedures to create a Driver Finishing program 
that meets industry leading practices but is NOT overly 
burdensome to maintain.

What Are Driver Finishing Programs?
The primary goal of Driver Finishing programs 
is MASTERY of solo commercial motor vehicle 
driver skills.  This is different than profi ciency 
acquired through entry level training programs.  

Finishing programs provide additional knowl-
edge and skills that fully prepare the driver to 
perform independently behind the wheel.  The 
investment trucking companies make by deliv-
ering specialized commodity, equipment and 

customer training increases driver professionalism, 
safety and quality operations.



Certifi cation Process

Review the skill and certifi cation standards

Complete the Certifi cation Application

Create your DF Certifi cation Profi le to tell us 
about your program

Power Units
1 – 99 

100 – 249
250 – 999 

1000 – 4999
5000+

Initial Certification
$725

$1000
$1500
$2500
$3750

Annual Renewal
$375
$500
$750

$1250
$1500

I already have an internal driver training 
program...

That’s great news.  You already know how important 
a driver fi nishing program is for your company.  

Have a killer training program your drivers rave 
about?

PTDI can help verify your program is best in 
class with Certifi cation.  Take the readiness 
survey at PTDI.org and let’s get you certifi ed!

Does your program need a little help?  A lot of 
help?  

PTDI can help you there too.  Use PTDI’s DF 
framework of standards and resources to 
review your training plan.  Work with PTDI’s 
Certifi ed Partner to take your program to the 
next level.

Who Is It For and Why?
Trucking companies large and small can customize 
content and methods for a program that meets their 
specifi c training needs.  Whether you are affi rming an 
existing program, want to improve the training you offer 
or are just starting to put together a program, PTDI’s 
Driver fi nishing certifi cation can help.

Learn more about the programs benefi ts from fulfi lling 
insurance obligations to hiring advantages at www.
PTDI.org/DF

I need to get my internal driver training 
started...

Help your company and your drivers by starting or 
formalizing a best in class training program.  

Do you have an informal mentor program 
to help new drivers?  Are you starting from 
scratch?
Formalize your training by certifying mentors as 
instructors.  Defi ne training outcomes.  Provide 
insurance companies evidence you are miti-
gating safety concerns.  Develop operational 
effi ciencies to help your bottom line.  Do it your 
self or work with PTDI’s Certifi ed Partner to get 
that killer program in place.

Who Can Help Me Get This Done?
Finishing programs, meant to develop a commercial 
motor vehicle driver’s mastery of his or her craft, are 
essential to improve company operations, improve 
safety and driver performance.  

But getting a program in place can be challenging 
to do on your own.  

PTDI’s Certifi ed Provider.

Using the PTDI standards, AvatarFleet offers a turnkey 
solution so companies don’t have to go it alone.

Their course covers everything from rules & regula-
tions, defensive driving, health & wellness, managing 
fi nances, the role of the professional and much, much 
more. AvatarFleet’s modern approach to adult learn-
ing and use of technology is entertaining, engaging 
and delivers on PTDI’s comprehensive standards.

Companies who work with AvatarFleet know their 
training will not only be best in class but also PTDI 
certifi cation ready.  When you use the AvatarFleet 
Finishing curriculum your program is PTDI Certifi ca-
tion ready at no additional cost.

Fill out the 10 question survey at PTDI.org to get start-
ed or contact PTDI at 720-575-7445 to learn more.

“Eff ective training, mitigate 
risk and grow your fl eet. ”

What is Certifi cation?
Certifi cation is independent, third party verifi cation that 
your program meets defi ned standards.  PTDI’s stan-
dards are developed by industry stakeholders including 
carriers, insurance companies, government agencies, 
non profi ts and truck driver training schools.

Certifi cation is awarded after a detailed review process 
where your company demonstrates how its training 
program meets the PTDI standards. 


